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STATEMENT 



I Sakio Oba, of 11-18, Hagioka 3-chome, Naka-ku, Hamamatsn-shi, 
Slnzuoka 433-8121 Japan, hereby declare that I possess advanced 
knowledge of the Japanese and English languages. The attached 
translations of the JPO office action(s) and all Claims which were 
determined to be patentable by the JPO have been translated by me and 
to the best of my knowledge and belief accurately reflects the meaning 
and intention of the original text. 



Date: fart+L^T % * 7 

Signature: <T^£^ 

Sakio Oba 
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CLAIMS 

1 . An activation control apparatus for controlling activation 
output of an occupant protection apparatus that protects an 
occupant during collision of a vehicle, comprising: 

a first sensor disposed in a vehicle body to be located at a 
predetermined position, the first sensor outputting a signal 
corresponding to deceleration acting on the vehicle; 

a second sensor disposed in the vehicle body to be located 
forward with respect to the first sensor, the second sensor 
outputting a signal corresponding to deceleration acting on the 
vehicle; 

collision severity determination means for determining, on 
the basis of the signals output from the first and second sensors, 
whether a collision experienced by the vehicle is severe; 

collision symmetry determination means for determining, on 
the basis of the signals output from the first and second sensors, 
whether a collision portion of the vehicle involved in the collision 
has symmetry; 

delay time changing means for changing, on the basis of the 
severity determined by the collision severity determination means 
and results of the symmetry determination performed by the 
collision symmetry determination means, a delay time to be 
provided between a point in time when a first output of the occupant 
protection apparatus is activated and a point in time when a second 
output of the occupant protection apparatus is activated; wherein 
when the collision severity determination means determines that 
the collision experienced by the vehicle is severe or the collision 
experienced by the vehicle is not severe and the collision symmetry 
determination means determines that the collision portion of the 
vehicle does not have symmetry, the delay time changing means 
sets the delay time to a long time as compared with a case in which 
the collision portion of the vehicle has symmetry; and 

activation control means for controlling the activation of the 
first and second outputs of the occupant protection apparatus on 
the basis of the delay time changed by the delay time changing 
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2. An activation control apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the delay time changing means sets the delay time to zero 
when the collision severity determination means determines that 
the collision experienced by the vehicle is severe and the collision 
symmetry determination means determines that the collision 
portion of the vehicle has symmetry; 

the delay time changing means sets the delay time to a short 
time when the collision severity determination means determines 
that the collision experienced by the vehicle is severe and the 
collision symmetry determination means determines that the 
collision portion of the vehicle does not have symmetry or when the 
collision severity determination means determines that the collision 
experienced by the vehicle is not severe and the collision symmetry 
determination means determines that the collision portion of the 
vehicle has symmetry; and 

the delay time changing means sets the delay time to a long 
time when the collision severity determination means determines 
that the collision experienced by the vehicle is not severe and the 
collision symmetry determination means determines that the 
collision portion of the vehicle does not have symmetry. 

3. An activation control apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, 
wherein the collision symmetry determination means determines 
that the collision portion of the vehicle has symmetry when the 
deceleration acting on the vehicle and represented by the signal 
output from the first sensor is greater than a predetermined level. 

4. An activation control apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the delay time changing means sets the delay time to a long 
time as compared with a case in which the collision severity 
determination means determines that the collision experienced by 
the vehicle is severe and the collision symmetry determination 
means determines that the collision portion of the vehicle has 
symmetry, when the collision severity determination means 
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determines that the collision experienced by the vehicle is not 
severe and the collision symmetry determination means determines 
that the collision portion of the vehicle does not have symmetry. 
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Reference Number: PA03-084 
Dispatch Number: 235431 
Dispatch Date: June 6, 2006 

Notification of Reason(s) for Refusal 

Patent Application No.: 2003-286460 
Drafting Date: June 1, 2006 
Examiner of JPO: Minoru TORII 
Representative: Sakio OBA ct al. 
Applied Provision: Patent Law Section 29(2) 

This application should be refused for the reason mentioned below. 
If the applicant has any argument against the reason, such argument 
should be submitted within 60 days from the dispatch date of this 
notification. 

Reason 

The invention(s) in the claim(s) mentioned below of the subject 
application should not be granted a patent under Patent Law Section 
29(2) since it could have easily been made by persons who have common 
knowledge in the technical field to which the invention(s) pertains, on the 
basis of the invention(e) described in the publication(s) mentioned below 
which was distributed in Japan or foreign countries prior to the filing of 
the subject application. 

Note (See the list of cited documents etc., below.) 

■ Claims 1-4 

■ Cited Documents 1 , 2 

The cited document 2 discloses a determining the 
collision symmetry. 

The list of cited documents etc. 

1. JP2002-I04130A 

2. JP2003-90844A 
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Disclaimer: 

This English translation is produced by machine translation and may contain errors. The JPO, the INPIT, and those who 
drafted this document in the original language are not responsible for the result of the translation. 

Notes: 

1. Untranslatable words are replaced with asterisks (****). 

2. Texts in the figures are not translated and shown as it is. 

Translated: 05:21 :58 JST 1 1/28/2007 
Dictionary: Last updated 1 1/16/2007 / Priority: 

Decision to Grant a Patent 



Application number: Application for patent 2003-286460 
Date of Drafting: Heisei 18(2006) August 25 
Patent examiner: TORN, Minoru 8513 3Q00 

Title of invention: Starting control device of occupant crash protection 
The number of claims: 4 

Applicant: TOYOTA JIDOSHA KABUSHIKI KAISHA 
Representative: Oba **** (and 1 others) 

This application is to be granted a patent as there is no reason for refusal. 
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Director General(p.p.) Director(p.p.) Examiner Assistant examiner Manager for Determination 
of Classification OZEKI, Mineo TORN, Minoru MORIBAYASHI, Hirokazu 8511 8513 3025 

1. Distinction of Patent: Usually 

2. Reference documents: ** 

3. Application of Patent Law, Section 30: Nothing 

4. Change of Title of Invention: Nothing 

5. International Patent Classification (IPC) 
B60R 21/32 

6. Deposition of Microorganism 

7. Display of Purport that Retroactivity of Filing Date is not Accepted 
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Decision to Grant a Patent(Memorandum) 

Application number: Application for patent 2003-286460 

1. Technical Fields to Be Searched (IPC, DB Name) 
B60R 21/16-21/33 

2. Reference patent documents 
JP,2002-104130,A (JP, A) JP,2003-090844,A (JP, A) 

3 ; Reference books and magazines 



[Translation done.] 
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Office of the Commissioner for Patents 
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From: James A. Oliff 
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126654 
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